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46 Years to the Day
1979: Scotland Votes on
Devolution

On 1 March 1979, Scotland
held a big vote on devolution.
People were asked if they

wanted their own Scottish
Assembly, which would handle
some local powers. The
campaign was heated. Some
said Scotland deserved to
govern itself more, others
worried about breaking ties
with Westminster. Many Scots
felt proud of their identity and
hoped this vote might give
them more control.

Radio and TV  stations
discussed the referendum all
day, talking about Scottish
history and what the future
might hold. By the evening,
the counting centres were
busy. Reports came in slowly.
A majority did vote “Yes,” but
a special rule called the “40%
threshold” meant not enough
people had voted, so the result
could not take effect. Many
felt disappointed, saying this
rule was unfair.

Even though it did not pass,
the vote left a mark on
Scotland’s political landscape.
It opened bigger conversations
about what it means to be
Scottish within the UK. About
twenty years later, Scotland
got another chance and
formed its own Parliament.
But 1 March 1979 is
remembered as the day
Scotland nearly took a big step
towards self-government,
setting the stage for changes
yet to come.
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The Poetic Past

Coastal Breeze

Waves unfurl along the sand,

A salty whisper in the air;
Winds that waltz upon the land,
Teasing locks of sun-kissed hair.

Pebbles glisten in the tide,

Echoes of gulls soar overhead;

Clouds drift slow where shores are wide,
Each footprint marking where we've tread.

Boats at anchor rise and fall,
Gentle rocking in the bay;
Sunbeams glimmer, gold on all,
Promising a carefree day.

Children chase the foamy spray,
Seashell treasures held up high;
Laughter tumbles in the fray,
Like bright confetti in the sky.

At day’s end, a rosy glow,

Wraps the beach in evening peace;
Ocean breezes ebb so slow,

Hearts content in sweet release.

By The Nostalgic Quill
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When I was a child, visiting the
seaside with Nan and Grandad
was the best part of summer.
They owned an old Morris
Minor, which we loaded at
dawn so we could beat the
crowds. Once we arrived, my
sister and I raced to the shore
and dipped our feet in the
waves. Sometimes the water
was so cold it made us squeal.
Grandad would rent a striped
deck chair for Nan, who loved
knitting while watching us
play.

We ate simple lunches
wrapped in wax paper: tomato

sandwiches, apples, and slices
of Victoria sponge cake. Then,
we built sandcastles at the
water’s edge, hoping the moat
would protect them from the
tide. Later, Nan let us choose a
sweet treat from the pier. My
sister always picked a horse on
the carousel, while I liked the
tiny train ride best.

As evening came, we walked
along the promenade under
fairy lights, holding cones of
freshly fried chips sprinkled
with salt and vinegar. The
tangy smell in the air felt
magical. On the drive home, I
would doze off, happy and
tired, with the sound of waves
still echoing in my mind. Even
now, whenever I smell the sea
or taste rock candy, I
remember those joyful days
with Nan and Grandad and
our simple beach adventures.
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The Daily Brain Teaser

Test your memory with a daily dose of nostalgia!

Memory Lane Quiz

1.Which type of bird cannot
fly: eagle, penguin, or
hawk?

2.Name the largest body of
water on Earth.

3.What do you call a baby
cat?

4.Which metal is often used
to make foil for cooking
and packaging?

5.Name a popular sweet
liquid produced by bees.

6.Which shape has four
sides?

7.What colour do bananas
turn when they are fully
ripe’

8.How many legs does an
octopus have?

Mastermind Quiz

1. Which civilisation built the
pyramids at Giza?

2.Name the biggest island on
Earth.

3.What is the unit of
electrical resistance called?

4.In which century did
Leonardo da Vinci paint
the Mona Lisa’

5.Which element is needed
for combustion to occur?

6.Who formulated the three
laws of motion?

7.Name the largest living
species of fish in the ocean.

8.What is the capital of
Japan’

Answers on page 7
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The Daily Puzzler
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Dickens novel partly narrated by
Esther Summerson (5,5)

Mars, say (3,3)

Fairy king (6)

Similar (4)

Unfit for consumption (8)
Untidy and shambolic (6)
In a frenzied manner (6)
Atypical (8)

Fulminate (4)

Standing (6)

A shedload (6)

Well-off (10)

6

g

13

16
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Down

1  Heavy metal band from
Birmingham (5,7)

2 Encourage (3,2)

3 Joking (7)

4  Triatomic form of oxygen (5)

5 Particular (7)

6 Defoe character born in
Newgate prison (4,8)

12  Animal's foot - Del or Rodney?
(7)

13 Receive (7)

15 Leader of the Israelites (5)

16 Event involving roping and

riding (5)
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The Daily
Chuckle

Why did the wave join a choir?
It heard there was good “crest”
control!

What do you call a boat full of
friendly sea creatures?
A “ship-shape” crowd!

Why did Nan bring a ruler to
the beach?

She wanted to measure the
“current” events!

How did the
introduce itself?
“I'm here to support you—take
a seat!”

deck chair

What do you call a car that
sleeps on the beach?
A “surf” van!

Why did the sandcastle go to
school?

It wanted to be a
“smarter” than the tide!

little

The Daily
Phrase

“Over the moon.”

A delightfully British idiom
expressing extreme happiness
or excitement. Imagining
someone literally leaping so
high in joy that they soar
above the moon conjures a
sense of boundless glee.
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The Daily Answers

Memory Lane Quiz Mastermind Quiz
1.Penguin 1. The ancient Egyptians
2.The Pacific Ocean 2.Greenland
3.A kitten 3.The ohm
4.Aluminium 4.The 16th century (early
5.Honey 1500s)

6.A quadrilateral (such as 5.0xygen
a square) 6.Sir Isaac Newton
7.Yellow 7.The whale shark
8.Eight 8. Tokyo
'BlL[E|AlK]|H[O
L IIIG;III| z M
‘wWla|rR|Gc|o|D O 0
C 0 D N L
ALK |1 | N YN E L
S N r
"RialgT|a|lcW| 1 |L|D|L]|Y
IIIB IIIR E A
“AlB|[N|O|RM|A|LIEE®R| A|[N|T
. A . T . 0 C 0 . D .
“sitia|lT|lu|s Mo |o|D|L|E]|S
X E E M E R
“p RI!!ls PlE !!Iol!!ls‘ll

page 7



Activities Coordinator Notes

1979: Scotland Votes on Devolution

Historical Context: Devolution debates changed how Scotland
governed itself.

Group Questions:

“What are your memories of this referendum, if any?”

“How do you think more local control can affect everyday life?”

Coastal Breeze (Poetry)

Sensory Journey: Encourage stories about favourite beaches—
Blackpool, Brighton, Scarborough, etc.

Suggested Activity: Create collages with pictures of seaside holidays.
Chat about typical British beach treats (like sticks of rock).

Seaside Holidays with Nan and Grandad

Nostalgic Angle: Talk about classic British seaside fun—rock candy,
deck chairs, donkey rides.

Group Questions:

“Which beach or pier did you like best?”

“Did you have a special routine when you went on holiday?”

Quizzes & Jokes

Global quiz questions blend with a British nostalgic setting—
encourage participants to connect memories to wider knowledge.
The jokes offer a light-hearted pause. Invite participants to share a
beach-related pun or anecdote.

Further Engagement

Holiday Memory Board: Collect postcards, photos, or seaside
souvenirs from participants.

Discussion of Local Autonomy: Compare how different regions
handle local decisions. Are there times it’s good to have more
community say?



